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2009 Mccting Schedule

All meetings are held on Tl—uursdags at

6:00 p-m. (unless noted otherwise) at

The Fresbﬂterian Church
307 Kingsburg Ave, | a For‘te

Mag 7 General Meeting
June 4+ Workshop
Ju!g 9 Genera! Meeting
August 6 Worl(shop
5eptember ) Genera! Meeting
October I Workshop

November 5 General Mceting
E]cction of OFFiccrs

NEXT BOARD MEETING

MONDAY,JUNE 15 ~ 5:00F M.

FURDUE EXTENSION
OFFICE

QURDGe

%ﬂaias fer
( rdener.

PROGRAM

NEW 20090 VEGE TABLE VARIETIES

By: B. Rosie Lerner
Purdue Extension Consumer Horticulturist

Wl‘lat better way to chase away the winter blues than a stroll through gardcn

catalogs with all their promise o]cgardcning adventures for the coming season!

Here’s alook a’cjust a few of the new seed company ogerings for 2009.
Pasil {ardinal’is a striking]g handsome addition to the herb garc{cn, with

stcg, ?ragrant Fo|fage crested I:)g tfghtly Pacicec] clusters of deeP cardinal-red
Flowcrs, rcscmbling Cclosia‘ Flants reach up to 2.5 feetin l‘leight
Peect ”C/lioggila Guardsmark”has strﬂ(ing, alternating sPiral stripes of bright

magenta and white, Forming a ]:)u”’s~cge when cut in cross section. |t Promises
sweet, mild flavor and hgbrid vigor and has largc, % to 5-inch globular roots in 60
clags‘

Ca[)éag@ “araflexis a uniquc, Poix1t3~headcd compact carlg selection.

Cucumber Yznik”is a new l’lybrid, Junch-box’~sized cucumber, reaclﬁingjust 54

inches Iong‘ Flants are compact vines with small |eaves, Pchect for container and
raised-bed garclening.
Eggp/ant “Grete/”as a 1Co||ow~up to the 2008 award~winning “Hansel”.

“(retel” is the earliest of the white cggplant, bcaring clusters of glossg mini-fruit.
“(retel Plants are re|ativc13 small, about 3 feet wide and tall, making them well
ac{aptcd to containcrgarclcning. 55 days.

Wat@rmc/on ‘5/75(:& Fack”is a Personal-size& watermelon of 54 Pounc{s,

about the size of a largc muskmelon. A dark green outer rind surrounds a bright
red, crisP andjuicg, scedless flesh. 75 c]ags.

Melon “| ambkin”was selected forits carlg Prociuc’cion of outstanclinglg sweet,
aromatic, whitc,juicg Christma&tgpc melons. [~ ach ova|~shaPcd fruit wcighs
between 2-4 Pounds with a thin 3e”ow skin with green mott|ing. Rcac]3 for harvest
up to a month before other Christmachch melons. 65-75 c{ays.

Melon “T wice As Nice”is a new sort of cluaLPurPose melon. You can harvest

a bit carlg when the rind turns a distinct dark 3c”ow and cnjog the crisP, sweet
white flesh; or, allow the fruit to stay on the vine another week or two and en)’oy a
50Fter~texture,juicier melon. 78 c]ags‘

Onion “Dccp ])urplc” is a dark red }Junching (sca”ion) type onion that colors

up ear!g and holds its color into warmer weather. 60 dags‘

Ornion [ch/CanC/qup/c”is said to be sweet enough to eat like an applcl

T he 4-inch diameter bulbs are wraPPec{ in c]eeP magenta~PurP|e wrappers around
a|tcrnating maroon and white rings of crisP flesh. T his intermediate clag—lcngt)‘w
variet}j should PerForm well in the Midwest. SOH as Plants. 95 da\zjs.
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2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE BOARD
RUSS KLOSINSKI
BARBARA DEAN
ANN KLOSINSKI
SHARON CHOLEWA

PRESIDENT
VICE PRES.
SECRETARY
TREASURER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MARCY DAILEY
JAN KOSS
KATHY LEWIS
LAURELLE MISKOWICZ

ADI VEENENDAAL
PAST PRESIDENT

2009 PROJECT COORDINATORS

First Yard Class
Jan Koss 785-4342

Habitat for Humanity
Barb Merten 219-878-1337

barbmerten@cs.com

Luhr Park Field Days

Jayne Sandy 362-9792
Jayne51@yahoo.com
Pioneer Heritage Garden
Garden Coordinator:
Sharon Cholewa: 324-3637

stevshar@netnitco.net

Vegetable Beds:

Pat Bogue 609-859-9614
madgardenerpat@gmail.com
Sharon Cholewa 324-3637

steveshar@netnitco.com

Herb Beds:

Sacha Burns 219-785-2127

Flower Beds:
Laurelle Miskowicz 325-7377

miskowicz@comcast.net

2009 Symposium
Nora Akins 219-873-1735

targ@comcast.net

Sunflower Fair 326-7377
Laurelle Miskowicz __ miskowicz@comcast.net

324-9407
ematzat@purdue.edu
mwolff@purdue.edu

Purdue Extension Office
Gene Matzat
Marcia Wolff

5qu35/7 “Rush 5351/”1’5 amini Luccl‘lini—tgpc summer squasl’l, rcaclg

to Pick when 4-6 inches Iong. Skinis 510559 green with Pale green
strips. 49 dags.
Saquash “Buckingham”is a bright golc{cn zucchini~t3pe summer

squash, best Pickcd when sma”, 6-7 inches. Flants are compact, bush
tchs, Pchcct for container and small space garc{cns. 70 c{ays
5quas/l “/‘7’0/7614 Pear’is an acorn-type winter squash, so named for

its swect—as—honeg flavor when cooked. Tl‘we compac’c, buslvtgpe
Plants reach on|3 2-3 feet tall and have 4-5 feet in sPreac]. They 3ield
loads of fruit. Flar\ts have good tolerance to Powclerg mildew. 100
Aags

Sweet (Corn “Revelation”is an ear|9, bi-color that Promiscs gooc{

germination in cool sPring soils, a”owing for carlier Planting. Since it
matures quicldg, you can Plant a second crop for later harvest as well.
E_ars are / inches |ong and offer some resistance to corn smut. ]’c must
be isolated from other sweet corn types‘ 60 c]ags.

5W€@i’/>6’p’p€/‘ ‘Mcr/ol’”yie!ds |arge, thick-walled bells on compact

disease-resistant Plants. T he fruits bcgin greenin color, changing to
white and Fina”g smokg PurPIe‘ 65~70 c{ays.
5wcct/pcppcr “/D/'nof /\/o/r”boasts Iargc, blocky sweet bell peppers

in arange of colors, beginning as Iigl’mt green and morphing to shades of
yellow, red and purple as they ripen. “Finot Noir” is said to have good
a]:)ilitg to set in both cool and hot, muggy weather. 70 dags.

7 omato “(_hocolate C/nfrn/”is an indeterminate Plant bearing one-

inch chcrrg~t3pc globcs ripcning to a dark burgunclg red. 70 dags.
Tomato [LSW@et\Secd/@ss”—You’vc heard of seedless watermelon

and grapes, but new this yearis the first seedless tomato. Burpcc says
that these fruits are extra sweet, because all of the carbohgdrates made
by the plant go into flavor rather than seed production. “Sweet
Seedless” Procluces medium-sized 8-10 ounce fruits on indeterminate
Plants, 50 t}weg should continue Producing until frost. 68 dags.

[ omato ”[S/ack 7 rutfle”is a hybrid “ngracic” from the heirloom
“Black Peter with deep ]:)urgundg{olored flesh and rich flavor lﬂigl’l in

both sugars and acid. | he medium-sized fruit (-8 ounces) can be
sliced for sandwiches and salads. 75 clags.

| a Forte Countg Master GardenerAssociatfon
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAY GENERAL

MEETING W/lai"s Ncha /)or'l'c chsitc Ar‘ticlcs

Thursdag, Mag 7
The Frcsbgtcrian C}‘nurcl‘x T he new online newspaper, “What's New | a Porte,”
507 Kfngsbury Ave, | a Porte (www.whatsnewlaPorte.com) has asked the M(GA to submit garclening

articles to their new website. Master (Gardeners will now be able to

6:00 p-m. Refreshments
6:30 p-m. Meeting

Gucst 5Pcal<er:

Sac}wa Bums
Mastcr Garclener

Publish their writing skills and gardening know|ec]ge online.

Barbara Dean volunteered to coordinate this Project and has
committed to submitting % articles for the first few months. Master
(Gardeners are asked to write timelg articles. Some suggestions for
toPics include: What you should be doing in the gardcn each month?,
TOPfCI current trends, or your own garc{ening experiences. Pictures of the author,

ject, eard d.
[MCf/IOJS O)fcontro//lh‘g insects and projech garden orprocess are encourage
A signuP sheet will be available at the (General Meeting on May 7th

weeds in an organic 5ara/cn”
for interested members. Articles must contain 500 to 1000 words and are

due by the 15th of the month to be Publishcc{ the Fo”owing month. OF

K ctreshments prowb’ed 514:

course, each article must be aPProved }33 Gene Matzat, Master

K athleen Staninger
| aurelle Miskowicz

(Gardener Frogram (oordinator, Prior to submission to the website.
Dor’t wait! Start writing toclaﬁ Flease submit your articles to Barbara at

westclocko@aol.com.

f:emwood Flant Sale

\i-llq\qw May 8-10, 2009

MAY ‘Bﬂ{f}f‘Dﬂi}f%l Special plants featured in the 2009 spring plant sale include:

Acanthus spinosus - Poear's Breeches

2 Barbara Coates Apuncuss aethusifoliss - Miniature Gioat's Poeard
Ralph Lerner Musa basjoo- Hardy Banana

17 Melinda Nagle Morus alba'Nana' - Dwarf Mulberry - 15" height!

19 Parbars Werher [Frcus carica’tardy Chicago - [Hardy Chicago [ig

rimula kisoana - Japanese Woodlan rimrose
23 Suzanne Burns Frimula kis Japanese Woodland Frimros

T hermopsis chinensis' Sophia’ - [Talse | upine
27 Maring Studt i i i

/‘"]’a,éonccﬁ/oa macra ‘Bcni~i<azc’~ Rcd JaPanesc Forest Grass
Antirrhinum /z/span/cum 'Roseum’~ Perennial Snapdragon
épgc//a marilandica - |ndian Fink

Koa/gersﬂa henrici- Rodger‘s Flower

SCasonal Plan’cs are offered for sale in the Garc{en 5!‘70[3 at the

Visitors (Center. [For more information visit their website at:

www.fernwoodbotanical.ore/.

| a For’ce Countg Master GardenerAssociation
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5outi‘1wcs’cem ]ncliana Mastcr Garclencr
Association Plant Sale

E_vansvi”e, |ndiana

Saturday, Mag 2,~8:00 a.m. -~ 5:00 p-m. EDT
Sunc{ay, Maﬂ %~ 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p-m. EDT

M 12,000 Plan’cs, 40 varieties of tomatoes, as
well as a large selection of annuals and Percnnia|s
for both sun and shade raised Ioca”g bg Master
(Gardeners.

Where: \/anclerburgh Countg 4-f“] Center,
Boonville-New Harmong Road, [ vansville, [N

Plant Sale to Penefit
Local f:ood Fantrg

Fridag, Maﬂ Bt,1
9:00 AM —3:00PMEASTERN TIME

Don’t miss the oPPortunitg to bcautiﬁj gourﬂar&
and l’ICIP the communitgl

JFNew Native Plant Nursery will be opening its
doors to the Public on Mag 8th to raise funds for
the Wa”(erton ]:ood Fantrg. JFN@W will offer
spccial pricing for this event with no order
minimums, 25% of the Proceeds from this sale will
go to the local food pantry. |n addition, anyone
who donates a non~Perishable food item will

receive a free Plantl
]tems for sale:

e Wide selection of native P|ants
. Aquatic root stock
o Wildflower seed

e Bird boxes and feeders
e Tree and shrub see&lings

JFNCW Native Flant Nurscrg
i28 Sunset Dirive o Walkcrton, ]N 46574
574-586-2412 o nurserysales@j)cnew.com

INFAWS

Native Flant Sale and Auction

Sponsored by the |ndiana Native Flant and Wildflower
Socicty (]NFAWS ), a Plant and book sale will be held on
Saturclag, Mag 9 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p-m. FDT with the

auction beginning ati11:15am DT

T his event will be held at Trim’tg/St. Richard’s Church
& Scl’lool in lnc]ianapolis‘ Froceec{s from the sale support the
INFAWS mission of Preserving ]ndiana’s rich botanical

heritage and educating the Public about native Plants‘

New this year, spccia! incentives will be offered to Peop|e

clriving into lnc{ianapolis from the counties from bcyoncl those

con’ciguous to Marion Countg, and to Pcoplc who carpool to

the event. Contact Wendg Ford at?17-334-19%2 or

wwford@comcast.net with any questions. FFor more information,

visit www.inans.org.

VOLUNTEER OFFORTUNITIES |

Garclcn Hot Line Scheclule

9:.00 a.m. — 12:00 Noon C DT

MAY
Mondag Tucsday ch’ncsday Thursdag Fric]ay

i
John Connors
Roberta
Jannsen

4 5 é 7 8

Eunice Conway John Connors OFEN

Phyllis Colborne Nancy Jahnel-

Barnes

i 12 i3 i4 i5

Eunice Conway Nancy Daube Barb Werner

Phyllis Colborne Carole Werner OPEN

i8 19 20 21 22

Barb Merten Nancy Jahnel- John Connors

Donna Allen Barnes Melinda Nagle

Nancy Daube
25 26 27 28 29
OFFICE. OFEN John Connors
- - Phyllis Colborne
CLOSED y

| a Forte Countg Master GardenerAssociatfon
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Standing Committee
Coordinators

History Book Barb Werner

Atrticles and Photos

Hospitality Eunice Conway
Refreshments

Librarian Carolyn Gardner
Newsletter Donna Pouzar
Speakers Bureau Rosie Flitter
Sunshine Sue Salach
Bereavement/

Get well wishes

“The Latest Dirt”
Contributing Editors

Herbal Column Marina Studt

Gardening Articles Nancy Daube

Extension News Gene Matzat
Phone: 219-324-9407
E-mail: ematzat@purdue.edu

Newsletter Staff Volunteers:
Jessica Craig-Wissig
Donna Allen

IF YOU HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU WOULD
LIKE TO SUBMIT TO THE NEWSLETTER,
PLEASE EMAIL TO:

DONNAPOUZAR@COMCAST.NET
EMATZAT@PURDUE.EDU

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE E-MAIL,
PLEASE MAIL ARTICLES TO:

LA PORTE COUNTY
EXTENSION OFFICE
MG NEWSLETTER
2358 N. U.S. 35
LA PORTE, IN 46350

““THE LATEST DIRT”’
IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY.
THE NEXT DEADLINE IS:
MAY 20, 2009

HABIT AT FOR HUMANITY FLANTING FROJECT
Bg: Bar}j Merten, Frcjcct (oordinator

[Habitat for r“lumanitg will begin buildfng two homes on Wi”arc{
Avenue in Micl‘n’gan Citg in Mag‘ Thereisa two—c{ag WOMEN
ONLY build on M39 8th and Mag 9th from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p-m. CDT.
You don't have to have Prior building exPerience..j'ust a spirit to work with
others to accomplish as much as we can in two c{aysl Bring a hammer and
gloves and a sunbonnet, rain gear, sun lotion or ajacket. (Goodidea to tape
your name on your hammer. You cango to the habitat website to sign up for

that Fric{ag or Saturc{ag or both: www.laportecountyhabitat.ore.

Ang MG men who would ike to give }Juilc{ing a try can use the same
website and sign up for build ciags other than Mag 8th or 9th!

| am a!reaég gatl’uering Plants for the two houses in Micl’ngan Cit3 and
the | a Forte house on Kic{gc Street. The Plan’cs will go into our MG
Ho!c]ing (Garden on Fine | ake Avenue until the Mic}ﬁgan Citg Plant
Dags, which are scheduled ForJunc 26 and 27 at this time. HOPCFUHH} we

can sow grass seed on the same dags.

] don't have a date for Planting in La Forte 3et, but that one may be
more toward August or September. | will try to bring a c{rawing of the house
orientations to the Ma3 MG meeting and a sign up sheet for Plant
donations. A|soj if you have too many rakes or shovels or hoses or
sPrinHers etc,, those are welcomed donations. Tl’}anks for all you do to
make this Projcct possfblcl ]Fﬁou have questions, Please contact me }39
phone (219-878-15%7) or e-mail (barbmerten@cs.com).

LaPorte County

"ﬂfr Habitat

for Humanity®

Job OPPortunity

Reed's Nurscry in \/aIParaiso is oxclccring Part~timc sales Positions to

angone WlﬁO has a worl(fng knowledge O{: PIaﬂtS.

The Position starts at a pay rate of $9.00 per hour. Rctail hours are
7:00 a.m. - 5:50 p-m. Mondag thru Fridag; 8:00 a.m. ~ 5:00 p-m. Saturday;
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. on Sunclag. |Finterested, call | eslic at 21 9-462-7179.

| a Forte Countg Master GardenerAssociatfon
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EDUCATION OPFORTUNITIES |

Botanical Gardens and Master Gardener Conference Information

Fernwood Botanical Gardens

out at the Extension Office.

LPCMGA is a member of Fernwood Botanical Gardens. Membership card can be signed

Class Schedule

www.fernwoodbotanical.org/webdata/Calendar/Calendar.htm#may

www.fernwoodbotanical.org/webdata/education/EducatPrograms.html

Master Gardener Seminars

www.hort.purdue.edu/mg/events.html

Taltree Arboretum

www.taltree.org/getaway/events/

Taltree Classes

Date Event/Time Description/Fee Location Contact
Sun, Spring Wildflower Learn how to identify the spring Fernwood Botanical 269-695-6491
May 3 | Identification Trip ephemerals in this class taught by Dr. Gardens
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. (EDT) Dennis W. Woodland, Professor of
Botany at Andrews University.
Members: $12 Public: $15
Sun, Spring Wildflower Continue the lesson on spring ephemerals | Fernwood Botanical 269-695-6491
May 17 | ldentification Field Trip with Dr. Dennis W. Woodland during Gardens
12 Noon - 5:00 p.m. (EDT) | this field trip to the protected property of
the Edward Lowe Foundation in Cass
County.
Cost:  Members $12, Public $15
Do-It-Right Series
Tues, What’s Bugging The 11:00 a.m.- Rick Foster, Purdue La Porte County 219-324-9407
May 5 | Vegetable Garden 12:00 noon Extension Extension Office
Entomologist meeting room

= ducation OPPortunities around |ndiana

(Garden Celebration - Mag 2

Jol’mson County Master Gardcners are
hos’cing their 5% annual (Garden Celebration on
Saturda}j, Mag 2,2009, from 9 a.m. until 4 p-m.
E_DT in Scott Hau on the Jol’mson Countg
I:airgrounds in Franklin, |N.

Seminars include Orc/‘)/c/Growi/vgBasfcs
with Larrg Hill; Water Qua//ty in Bacéyara/ Fonds
with Pob Kirkwood; /n@x/o@ns/v@ butE/egant
Ar‘rangcmcnts with Carolgn Clark Kurek; Kain
Gardens bg T odd Stevenson; and F/ann/ng Your

last.

the Johnson County Fairgrounds visit:

www.johnsoncountyfair.com.

| a Forte Countg Master GardenerAssociation

(Crarden [or/:ooc/Froc/uct/on bg Kimberlg Moore.
Tree sccc”ings will be given away free while supplics

Admission is a non~Pcrishablc food or toilctrg item
for the ]nter~Cl‘1urc1’x ]:ood Fantrg or$2 per person. For
an event ﬂycr, look on the Mastcr Garc{encr section of
FPurdue [ xtension-|_a Forte Countg website

(www‘extension‘purdue.cclu/laporte). For directions to
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(Gardens and Nurseries in

NaPPanec and Goshcn, ]ncliana
chlncsclag, Mag 27

Join Fcrnwooc{ for the ciag on Weclnesclag,

Ma9 27, as tncg visit some cxccPtional nurseries and
specia| garc{ens in Nappanee and Goshen ([ lkhart
Countg).

The first stop is the garc{en and nursery of
[~ sther Bene&ict and her ?ami!g‘ [ sther created the

gI‘CCl’! I’OO'F birdhouscs HOU m39 IﬁaVC seen at

Fernwood last year. Her extensive garden contains a

rock gardcn, }Joggarden, conifers, and many other
interesting Plants. If you find something you want to
Purcl’xasc, there is no Problem as a trailer will be used

to haul Plant material back to I:ernwoocl.

Aftera neartg lunch, Particfpants will head to an

interesting ”Ca!enc{ar (Garden,” quitc Possiblg the
first of its kind in our area, visit a "tragiostopping”
Private Perennial garc{en, and stop off at another
nursery sPecializing in herbs and heirloom P!ants.
You'll be ta”dng about this d35 long after the

blooming season, so call todag to get on board!

Trip fee includes bus transPortation,
transPortation of Plants back to f:ernwoocl, and a
neartg lunch. Advance registration is required b}j

5:00 pm FDTon I:ridag, Mag 22.

Cost: Members $45; Fublic $55

Flcascjoin K aren Cocnran and Vic Haslcr as tncg open
their ornate 3-acre garc]ens fora Ieisure|3 garclen tour. All
Proceec]s benefit the ]ndfanapolis ngphony Orchestra’s

Lcarning (C ommunities. No rain date.

[Historic 1868 [Heck-[asler flome and (Gardens is located
at 6612 North 575 [~ ast, [Franklin, [N in, northeast Johnson
Countg,just south of lnclianapolis. The house is listed on

the US Nationa] Register of Historic Flaces‘

New Non-Credit Course
Sick Plantsin a Hungrg World

R Rasie | erner

Bac‘c in Thgme Garden T our- Mag 30

T o benefit the ]nc{ianapolis ngphong Orchestra
Learning (C ommunities

Kcacl‘xing over 80,000 students in |ndiana schools

Date: Saturdag, Mag 30

Time: 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p-m. FDT
Tickets: Call317-784-5671

Price: $i O/Presale; $12/gate

| am P|easec‘ to share a new opPor‘tunitg for additional
education for Master (Gardeners, from T he Ohio State
University‘ [t's a terrific advanced training oPPortunit3 for
existing Master (Gardeners and quitc a }Jargain atjust $35!

T his non-credit course is completelg online and has 10
modules with toPics ranging from basic concepts in Plant discase
to Prehistoric man and Plant diseases, and from the lrisln Fotato
[Famine to bioterrorism. | he course is comﬂetelg se|1C~Paced, 50
you can take it anytime an\gwherc. Tne course is sPechCica”g
&esigned for Master (Gardener volunteers, however, anyone
interested in Plants, historg, and contemporary g|oba! issues will

find it exciting and intriguing.

The course will be online for 10 weeks once you bcgin the
program. Assignments consist of suPPlied module reac{ings and
self-tests. You will receive a certificate from the Ohio State
Universiiy Office of Continuing I~ ducational upon
completion.

To learn more about the class, go to:

http://plantpath.osu.edu/extension/outreach/online/index html

To register for the class, visit:
http://osucedreg.com/profile/form/index.cfm?PKformID=0x15405241

| a Forte County Master GardenerAssociatfon
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HERBAL |

| avender
Bg: Jessica Wissig

Why grow | avender? T here are several reasons
that come to mind, inclucling that thcy are a very potent
attraction for birds, bees and butterflies - some of my
favorite guests. Lavendcr also smells great, makes a
wonderful comPanion Plant, rePels some pests, is edible,
can be used in dried arrangements, and Proc{uces one of
my favorite essential oils. | hat’s a lot of Potential from

one Plantl

Growing Lavcnc{cr

T here are afew bits of information to l’l@!P you
succcssxcuny grow | avenderin our area. [Tirst, | avender
is a native of the Mediterrancan so it, of course, loves
drg, sunny, and rockg conditions. Luckg forus it can
tolerate many growing conditions. | here are a few
varieties that are more l’larclg and do much betterin our
zone 5 climate incluc{ing Flidcote’ and ‘Munstead.’
Seed germination rate is genera”g less than 50% so
your chances are better with Plants or cuttings. When
c{eciding where to put your new Plants, keep in mind that
| _avender makes an excellent companion P|ant)
especiallg to roses. Also, deer tend to avoid these
P|ants 50 using them for an outline to your hosta or lilg
bedsis a great idea. A s|ight13 acidic Pr’i of 6.1is
Pre)cerred but lavender will grow in angt!’]ing from PH 6.1
to 8.5. Tl"IC more alkaline soils will give your Plants a
stronger scent. Start your new Plants with a handful of
comPost in the hole and water regu!arl}j the first scason.
]F you have a brick or stone wall available, Plant close to
it and that will heIP protect your Plants during the winter.
Flant your Lavenc{er 8 to 24 inches aPart and in areas
of l’ligh l’lumic]itg allow extra space to promote good

airflow. Dampness is more Iikclg to kill your Plants than
cold, as lavenderis suscePtiblc to root rot. |_ean soil also
encourages a higher concentration of oil. | avenderis
Fairly disease resistant, but it does have a few Problcms
with mealﬁ bugs, whitelqg, sPic]er mites, and scale. Mulch
your plants at the end of the season to help with winter
Protection. Jn the sprfng, start new Plants from cuttings
off I-year old “wood”. Most varieties will onlﬂ stay
hcalthg forabout 10 years so you will need to fill in rough
sPots with new P|ants. Har\/est the flowers as buds begfn
to open and hang uPsi&c down in small bunches to c]rg.
The flowers are edible and very goocl in salads, cookies,

and teas.

Fruning

Regular Pruning takes Place if you harvest flowers
each year. To hclp your Plants kecp a goocl sl‘wape and
to encourage new growth prune tall varieties back as
much as 1/% of its starting }weigl’lt, and take the shorter
varieties back}'ust a couplc of inches. ]Fﬂour Plants have
suffered some winter dieback, don’t prune them until you

can see new growth.

Growing; in (ontainers

|f you have trouble kceping your Plants hcalthg in
our harsh winters, you do have the oPtion to grow
lavender in containers and bring them in. | avender
Prmccrs a tight growing area, so choose a pot that holds
the root ball with only afewinches to spare. Keep in
mind that Lavcndcr is prone to root rot so be sure your
pot will allow ?orgood &rainage. Your Plants will do well
in a soil-less mix, or mixed with Perhtc, vermiculite, coco

peat, or oasis foam.
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| avender 5hortbrcacl (ookies

1-1,/4 cups all-purpose flour
3 tablespoons sugar

1,/2 cup butter

2 teaspoons dried lavender
Sifted powdered sugar

1. Frehcat ovento 325 degrce F In a
medium mixing bowl stir togcthcrﬂour and
sugar. Using a pastry blender, cut in butter
until mixture resembles fine crumbs and starts
to cling. Stirin lavender. [Form mixture into a

ball and knead until smooth.

2. Ro” or Pat clough on an ungreased
cookie sheet into an 8x5-inch rcctangle‘ Cut
into 1-inch squares or diamonds. Scparatc

the cookies on the cookie sheet.

3. Pake for 18 to 20 minutes or until the
}Jottomsjust start to brown. | ransfer to wire
racks covered with waxed paper to cool. Dust
with Powclerec{ sugar. Storeina tiglﬁtlg
covered container at room temPeraturc for up

to 3 dags orin the freezer for up to ? months

Sources:
www.bl’lgicom
www.herbgardenfng.com

www.about.com

Garclcncrs Can Tcst at Homc to Detcrmine
THPC of Soil

Kecipes for imProving yourgarden soil usua”y assume that
you know something about the soil type you're dealing with—
whether it's sandg (think “beach?), clag (slow to c{ry when it’s wet,
slow to take up water when it's clrg and easi|9 compactec{) or

something else.

| ikewise, advice on choosing a Planting site miglﬁt say,
“The best soil gorgardcning is a good loam.”

Which may leave you wondering what exactlg is aloam and

whether the soil where you are is a loam.

“A” soils are made up of the same components in various
Propor‘cions,” says Darr51 Warncke, [T xtension soils spcciahst
at Michigan State Urxiversitg‘ ]norganic materials—sand, silt
and cla\ljw—are weathered from rocks. Organic matteris Primari|9

c{ecomPoscc{ P!ant material.

“The nature of a soil is determined bg the amounts of sand,
silt and clag init,” he said. “Sands or |oam5 sands contain more
that 70 Percent sand; sanclg clag or clag soils contain more than
40 percent clag as the dominant material. Aloam soil genera”g
contains between 30 and 50 Percent silt, and between 10 and 1 5
Percent clag. ]:or examP|e, 40 Percent sanc], 40 Percent silt and

20 Pcrccnt clay.”

«Silt soils,” he notes, “contain more than 90 percent silt and

areveryra re.”

5ancl3 soils drain cxtremely well but have a low caPacity to
hold nutrients. Clag soils hold nutrients well, but water moves
through the clag s|ow19, either |eaving or entering,. Clay soils
also may become compacted~-the Particles get Pushed togetl’ler
bg foot or vehicle traffic until the spaces are usua”g filled with

water or air close up.

The clusive ideal loam? [t's a mixture of about 40 percent
sand, 40 Pcrccnt silt and 20 Pcrccnt clay and a small Pcrccntage
of organic matter. The result is a soil that drains well, yet has
cnoug!‘x clag and organic matter to hold moisture and Plan’c

nutrients.
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To getan idea of the Propor’cions of sand, silt, clag and
organic matter in your soil, fill a quartjar one-third full of
toPsoil and add water to almost fill it. T hen screw on the lid
and shake the mixture vigorously until all soil clumPs have

dissolved. T hen set thejar down where you can observe it.

“The Iarger sand Par’cicles will settle out first,” Warncke
says, “followed in a few hours bg the silt and, eventua”y, the
clag. The last Iaycr to settle out will be the organic matter.”

The relative thicknesses of the lagcrs indicate the

Proportions of each componcnt in your soil.
Once you know tl’lat, then what?

Knowing that your soil has a high percentage of clag
tells you to be especiang careful to avoid wor‘(ing the soil or
even wa”(ing on it when it’s wet because of the risk of
compaction, which will make it essentia”g impervious to water

and Plant roots.

“lt’s imPortant not to overwork any soil but Particularlg
a c|ag soil,” Warncke says. “I” xcessive rototf“ing, esPecia”3
dcstrogs the structure of any soil, making it more susccptible

to comPaction.”

l{:gour soil is }‘ngHg sanclg, water will drain tl’xrough it
quicu\lj, taking) with it any fertilizer and Pesticides you may
have appliec{‘ T herefore, rather than applg cnough fertilizer
to meet yourgarden’s needs for the whole growing season,
3ou’l| want to make several small aPP|ications when Plants are
actively growing so plant roots can take up nutrients before

thcy canleach away to Po”ute groundwater.

“Making !arge~sca|e cl‘uanges in your soil’s basic
makcup~bﬂ adding sand and organic matter to clag soils to
merove drainage, for example——woulc{ be alaborious and
expcnsive undcrtal(ing,” Warﬂci(c notes. |nstead, he advises
rePeatec”y incorPorating organic matter—rom green manure

crops, crop resiclue, compost ancl/or organic mulches.

“Ac{ding organic matteris a goocl way to imProvc almost
any soiL” Warncke suggests. “|g imProves the waterJ’]oIding
capacitg of sandy or silt soils, and imProves the abilit}j of

water and Plant roots to move tlﬁrough cla£j soils.”

It may take several years of organic matter
additions to work their magjc on Poorlg drained clag
soils, he observes. |n the meantime, using alternative
aPProaclﬁes such as }Duilding raised beds and
gardcning in containers can hclp overcome the

difficulties that come with clag soils.

Sourcc: Darrﬂl Warncke, [T xtension soils sPecialist
at Michigan State Universitg.

Frintecl in Tl’xe Farmers Exchange of Nov. 7,2008.

Field bindweed/

Convolvulus arvensis

Dontlet this morning g!org look-alike fool you — it
will take overyourgarclen if you let it.

IDENTIFICATION — Native to |- urope and
Asia, field bindweed is a Perennial with arrowhead-

shaped c{ariegreen leaves along avine 1 to4 ft. Iong.
White, Pinl(, or Pink and white, 1-in. trumpebshaped
flowers bloom in spring in the South and bg
midsummer in Northern gardens‘ Twining up througlﬁ
other Plants or along the ground, field bindweed
creates !arge islands as more stems sprout a!ong the
fibrous, horizontal root system. |n addition, roots can
reach 10 to 20 ft. below the surface. As if the deep
roots weren’t enouglﬂ, bindweed reProduces bg seed,

too.

FAVORITE CONDITIONS — [Field
bindweed grows throughout most of the umtcd

Statcs and Canada, excePt for the southernmost
Par’cs of the fjoutl'least, southern Texas, Ncw
Mexico and southern Arizona. | his weed isn’t Pick}j
about soil and grows in angthing from loam to heavg
clag. You’” seeitin gardens, c{itchcs, a|ong roadsides

or ang OP@X'\ area in FU” sun.

CONTKOL— The 1«39 to }Dcating this Pcst is to
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dePrive the roots of nourishment as much as Possible. lt's
not easy, but Persistence pays off. APPlﬂ a g]gphosate
twerbicic{e, such as Kounclup@, to mature Plants before
theg set seed. Umcortunatelﬂ, repeat aPPIications are
usua”g necessary. Be careful using this systemic
herbicide around the garden Plants you want to keep —
itll kill them, too.

You can also try digging the roots out. Dig down at
least 6 in. and 3 or 4 in. out from the main rhizome. (Jse a
digging fork rather than a sPac!e to avoid breaking up the
roots. DisPose of the P]ants in the garbage. T hen cover
the area with Iandscape fabric ora 3-to 4_in~thick |a5er
of mulch to discourage resProuting. No matter what
method you choose, !(eep the flowers c|iPPed to Prevent
seeds from torming, One Plant may Produce up to 550

sceds, which can remain viable in the soil for 50 years.

THELATEST DIRT ON....

Name: Anrn Klosinski

Master Garclener Status: Advanced Master
Gardener

When did you take the M(G Class? 2006
Where do you live?

La Forte (in \/intage Hi”s, which is a subdivision in the
countg between LF and MC)
Are you origina”g from |_aFPorte? |f not, where did you

liVC bC'FOI"C HOU movecl l-lere?

]grew up in Michigan Cit9 on South Ohio Street
near Marquette Ma”‘ Ourtamily home was on % acres

and back then it was not incorporated into Michigan
City~]t was all farmland including the property where
the Mall now sits. After that | lived in T rail Creck for
20 years and that is where my children grew up until
their teen years. When Russ and | married we built the
home we live in now and all 6 of our teenage children

lived with us! We're now "E_mptg Nesters."

What's your tami|3 background? Husband? Kids’?
Fets?

[Husband of 1 7 years Russ and | have a blended tamilg
of 6 children ranging in age from 30 to 37 (4 are from
my first marriage-3 daughters and one son-Kim, Kerrg,
K ristina and K evin. 2 are from Russ' first marriage-one
son, Toclcl and one daugl’uter, Karen)‘ We have 9
grandcmdren and are expecting 2 more later this year.
We have 3 cats, 1 Pure—bred Maine Coon (Lucie)~sl’1e
was a gitt from my daugtlter on my 50th birthdag, a
black and gray tabbg named Cinc!g, a strag that
followed us around a nursery as we were S]’?OPPiﬂg for
Plants and we ended up tal(ing her l’lome, and Ruc’y a
go|c! and white cat from the [Humane Societg that |

surPrised Russ with on our anniversary.

Do you work ancl, if S0, what do you do?

| am a Customer Service ReP in the inside Sales
DePartment at [Filter SPecialists in Michigan Citg. |
have been there for 18 years and P|arx on retiring bg the
end of the year. It amazes me how many different uses
filters have~got a call from someone who was making
compost "tea" to fertilize their garc{en and needed to
filter it. | also hold a Keal I state License, but am not

currentlﬂ active.

How long have you been garclening?

Was never rea”g as serious a gardener as some of the
members of our Association but | Plan on being outin
our i 1,/2 acre garcl more atter] retire. Garclening was
a part of our chores when | was growing up-we got Paicl
one penny for every dandelion we Pu”ec{ from the lawn
and had to keeP the large raspberrﬂ PatC]"l and the
vegetable and flower beds weeded. Just l’le|Ping my
Dad and Mom maintain those % acres taught me most
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of what | know about gardcning. |t was a gooc{ life
even tlﬁough we didn't think those chores were so

much fun at the time.

Do you have a favorite flower? \/egetable?
Mg favorite flower is the Daisy and my favorite

vcgctablc is sugar SﬂaP PCBS‘

What type omcgarclcning do you crjog the most?
Frobablg flowers at this time. | have all kinds of
great ideas about Plantings in different areas of
our Propert3~itjust takes time, hard work and
money. And then if the deer woulc{just quit using
the garden Forgrazing we'd be in good shape!

Othcr than gardcning, what other
interests/hobbies do you have?

Mostlfj spcnc{fng time with my chilclren, going on
vacations with Russ (some of the trips are to
Disney World with the grandchildremnot all of
them go at the same timel) Some of ourvacations
have been on Russ‘ Honda Goldwing~the Iongest
trip was to Ca|hcornia and back. ] also erjog

"domestic" interests, esPeciallg cooking.

THELATEST DIRT ON....

Name: Barbara Dean

Mastcr Garclcner Status: Mastcr Garc{cncr
When did you take the M(G Class? 2007

thrc do you live?

Ro”ing Prairie

Are you origina”g from |_aFPorte? Jf not, where did

HOU liVC bCFOl"C HOU movccl l‘lCI’C?

Origina”g lived in South Pend, moved to
La Fortc Countg 40 years ago.

What’s your Fami|3 backgrouncl? Husband? Kids? Fcts?
| have a husband now retired. | had 2 children, lost my
dauglﬁter to cancerin 2005. 8 granclcl’uildren. Pets include

a black Iab, Parakcct, and several barn cats.

Do you work ancl, if S0, what do you do?
Ketircd from Count9 of La Fortc as Countg chorclcr.

How Iong have you been garclcning?

Mg grandmother taug}‘nt me to garc{en when ] was 4. ]
helpecl Plant onions. Every year when | Plant a garden J
alwags remember that. 5!’16 also tauglﬁt me the names of

alot of flowers.

Do you have a favorite flower? chctablc?

| enjog varietg‘ | alwags P|ant the traditional vegetable
garc{en intermixing flowers for bouquets. [However, | try
to Plant somctl’ring new or different every 3carjust for

{:Uﬂ.

What type omcgarclcning do you crjoy the most?
Tra&itional garc[ening is the most fun.

Other than garclcning, what other interests,/hobbies do
you have?

| have many hobbies. | cnjog doing crafts, crocheting,
knftting, bal(ing, sewing and needle work. | still can
(Preservc) many of our fruits and vegetables and make
Jelly. | like music and am trying to learn to P|33 the violin. |

would like to take a Painting class in the near future.

“Master
ardener

PROGRAM

www.hort.‘purc{ue.ec{u/mg/
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