
 

2009 Land Use Update — Video Seminar Series  
Session 4 — Zoning For Home Based Businesses  
Date  

   Thursday, September 10, 2009, 6:00-8:00 p.m. CST.        
Location                                                                              

     Purdue Extension, LaPorte County Office 
     2358 N. U.S. 35, LaPorte, IN 
     219-324-9407       

Overview  
Computer and communications technology advancements, growing concern about the price of gasoline and environmental 
effects of commuting, and a struggling economy have spurred growing interest in entrepreneurship and the creation of 
home based businesses. These trends have community leaders scratching their heads about the appropriate balance 
between these new businesses and the residential character of neighborhoods. In many cases, regulations written to 
manage these uses are old and do not address current types of home businesses or the issues that accompany them.  Join 
us for a discussion of this important local planning issue.  
  
Specific topics will include:  
  
• What planning issues come with current home based businesses? What neighborhood conflicts may arise? Do they 
require additional community services?   

• What state statutes govern the local regulation of these businesses?  

• How should communities regulate them? What elements should be addressed within zoning regulations? Is licensing 
appropriate?    

• What is the relationship between private covenants and home-based businesses?  

• How can communities administer and enforce regulations effectively? What are common problems with the enforcement 
of home-based businesses?  

• Are there any legal or constitutional pitfalls to look out for in dealing with home based businesses?  
Speakers  
 Bradley Johnson, AICP; Planning Consultant  
 John Molitor; Attorney   
Sponsors  
 Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service  
 Ball State University, College of Architecture and Planning  
 Indiana Chapter of the American Planning Association  
 Indiana Farm Bureau, Inc.  
Endorsed by  
 Indiana Association of Cities and Towns  
 Association of Indiana Counties  
 Indiana Rural Development Council  
 Metropolitan Indianapolis Board of Realtors  
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1-888-EXT-INFO   •   http://www.ces.purdue.edu/new 
If you have a disability, which requires special attention for your participation in this program, please call 812-379-1665.  


